
Email addresses
cenan.publicnotice@usace.army.mil; Brian.A.Orzel@usace.army.mil; rafi.silberberg@mail.house.gov; casework_schumer@schumer.senate.gov; casework@gillibrand.senate.gov; ZebrowskiK@nyassembly.gov; mayor.tarapata@gmail.com; joerand@nyack-ny.gov; kbrown@tarrytowngov.com; Mrutyna@sleepyhollowny.org; gregory.smith@parks.ny.gov; rebecca.crist@dec.ny.gov; contact@uppernyack-epf.org; 

Process
· Step 1: Review the “Sample email” below making any changes you desire.  Don’t forget your name at the end.
· Step 2: Copy and paste the email addresses above into the To: Field of your email.
· Step 3: Copy and paste the “subject” into the subject field of your email.
· Step 4: Copy and paste the [revised] sample email into the message body of your email.
· Step 5: Send email.
· Bonus: Please call any or all of the regulators listed below under “Phone Numbers” 
· If you need any help or wish to discuss, please email contact@uppernyack-epf.org 

Physical Address – If you choose to send a letter via mail instead
Brian A. Orzel
Senior Regulatory Project Manager, Civil Engineer
NY District US Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch
26 Federal Plaza, Room 16-406
New York, New York 10278-0090

Phone Numbers
Army Corps of Engineers, permits processing: 518.266.6350 
Office of Congressman Lawler, Ciro Ricardi: 202.805.2640
Office of Assemblyman Zebrowski, Ruby Kaplan: 845.634.9791
Office of Senator Schumer: 202.224.6542
Office of Senator Gillibrand: 202.224.4451  
Office of Governor Hochul: 518.474.8390
Department of State Planning and Zoning: 518.474.6000

Sample email

Subject: North River Shipyard Moorings, NAN-2022-00385-WRY

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding North River Shipyard's recent application for an “after-the-fact permit” with the Army Corps of Engineers. It is troubling to observe that despite seven years of operation—and despite being informed of the illegality and inappropriateness of its three moorings in the Hudson River—North River Shipyard is now seeking post hoc validation of the moorings without adequately justifying their necessity nor location.  The information contained within the Public Notice is not only inadequate, it is incomplete and incorrect.  Having disregarded the law for seven years, this permit application deserves rigorous scrutiny. At the very least, interested parties require more comprehensive details: the complete application, any supporting documentation, and a thorough justification indicating why North River Shipyard's request to use New York State lands should be prioritized over the concerns of other stakeholders—as referenced in paragraph one of the associated public notice.

The moorings currently provide a free parking lot for the Shipyard to store massive barges at the expense of the public. These moorings not only mar the aesthetic appeal of the area, but also pose navigational risks to predominantly recreational vessels navigating these waters. Moreover, their presence is linked to decreased property values in the vicinity and deters further investment. It is unjust for the Shipyard to benefit while the public, for whom these lands are held in trust, suffers substantial losses.

If North River Shipyard's application is approved, it would have long-lasting implications for our region. Such an action would set a precedent, suggesting to other individuals and entities in New York that bypassing proper procedures could lead to rewards. Our governance system should uphold principles of transparency and legality, rather than fostering an environment where violators can distort facts, exploit public property, and then feign ignorance about mandatory authorizations. Such transgressions, which are effectively the unlawful appropriation of public assets for private advantage, undermine the values our society holds dear.

NYSDEC and SHPO: It should also be noted that these moorings are to be sited (i) in a habitat known contain three endangered species, bald eagles and two species of sturgeon and (ii) in front of a New York State Historic District. The public and regulatory agencies have a right to understand what mitigation factors are being done to prevent any incidental harm or "take" of these three endangered species and significance of this historical area.

I earnestly request that your office oppose this application and advocate for the removal of the existing moorings.  

Addressing the Army Corps of Engineers specifically, the Public Notice tied to this issue mentions, “Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held to collect information necessary to consider this application.” In light of PUBLIC NOTICE NO. NAN-2022-00385-WRY's observed discrepancies between Public Notice and Application and insufficient details, I formally request a public hearing.  A hearing on this matter will provide a forum for interested parties and regulators to fully evaluate the foreseeable damaging impacts of granting the permit, including the cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on public and private interests. Finally, please be advised that the "stated purpose" detailed in the public notice's Work Description does not align with North River Shipyard's past usage of its moorings.

Thank you for your consideration and timely action on this pivotal issue.

Sincerely,


